
Text 4

“The Millennium Bug”

I switched on my computer on 1 January 2000 and discovered that the computer thought it was the 5 January 1980. The millennium bug had struck! It took me all of half a minute to bring the computer up to date, and frankly that’s the only way in which the dreaded bug affected me. In Japan, they tell me, a baby born on New Year’s Day was registered as being a hundred years old. In New York a customer in a video rental store was asked to pay $91,000 for returning a video a century late. But in general, it seems, the millennium bug did no harm at all. Planes did not fall out of the sky, telephones worked, there were no blackouts, no unintended nuclear attacks, and the stock market in particular and western capitalism in general survived quite unharmed. So was all the millennium panic artificial? Was it a manic conspiracy to create work and profit for the computer industry? Not at all, we’re told, rather the absence of disaster shows how successful the anti-bug measures were. Well, perhaps, but in that case… why didn’t things go wrong in the ex-Soviet countries where so few precautions were taken?

A.- Read the text carefully and answer the following questions in your own words. (2 marks)

1 In what way did the millennium bug affect the writer’s computer?

2 According to the text, what happened in Japan on New Year’s Day?

B.- Decide whether the statements below are true or false. Justify your answers with words from the text. (1.5 marks)

1 It took the writer a long time to set up his computer again.

2 The millennium bug was actually harmless.

3 Nobody was really worried about the millennium bug.

C.- Find words in the text that correspond to the meanings below. (1 mark)

1 shop

2 secret plan

E.- Answer at least one of the questions below. Write 80-100 words. (4 marks)

1 What do hackers usually do with other people’s computer systems? Do you agree with what they do? Why (not)?

2 What are the advantages and disadvantages of using a personal computer?
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